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Dear Sir: 

In response to the final action dated June S x W0 and the Advisory Action dated September 1 4, 
200% aid prior to filing an appeal brief, a Panel Review of the legal and tactual basis of the 
rejections in the above-identified application is hereby requested. No amendments are being 
filed with this request This Pre-Appeal Brief and Request for Review is being filed with a 
Motlce of Appeal, 



Feci; 

j§| Any required fee will be made at the time of submission via EPS Web. in the event fees are 
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Q Please charge any fees under 3?CPE|§ J J<S and 1, 17 which may be required to Deposit 
Account No, i 3 -3723, 

fx] Please charge -my. additional fees associated iie-prosecutioa of this application to Deposit 
Account No. ! 3-3723. This authorisation includes the fee for any necessary extension of time 
under 37 CFR § }. .'{36(a) i To'^;«>^t.:^'iU^i''«?0@t!Sio» should become necessary, it is 
hereby requested. 
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REMARKS 

Status of tii c Claims 

The pending claims are claims 6-14. Claim's 6, IS aisd 14;#and rejected. Claims 7-12 were 
obj ected to as bei ng dependent upon a^jec^ : 'l^:dMtn;biit:.WouId be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form. 

Btyfe^ .^ Rey nested, for thg ■F&ljmy jng Reasons 

Claims 6, 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,875,971 (Morek). The Patent Office has not established a legally sufficient ease 
detnonstrating that Applicants' claims mi prima facie obvious in view of Morck because the 
following elements required by Applicants' independent claim 6 are not disclosed by Morck, 

I , "Connecto r Means Connecti ng an O utlet from the R e servoir to the Inlet of the Spray dun'' 
Applicants' "connector means" comprises *-st least one resilient clip. . . engageable with an, 
abnttnent.'' ITie Patent Office has equated Morck's stop spring 33 with the resilient clip and 
Morcfe's snap-in notches 32 with the abutment.' In Morck, stop spring 33 is formed on housing 
part 18 Mid; snap4n notches 32 are provided on housing part 17 2 The Patent Oftlce has equated 
hdusing part 17 with Applicants* reservoir. 3 However, housing part i $ mmwt b^fcin-|el:lbr 
Merck's spray gun because "sealing elements are present to prevent foaming agent from entering 
the Interior of housing part W A The Patent Office previously acknowledged this stating thai 
"hpttsiflg part 18 has never been designated as the spray gun inlet" 5 Thus, Morek's stop spring 
33 and snap-in notches 32 emmoi '-connect ah outlet from the reservoir to the inlet of the spray 
gun.*' 

2v A "Spring teg j Thatf Can Rotate Relative to the Ledge" 

Applicants' resilient clip comprises a "spring leg" and the abutment comprises a 'ledge." The 
spring leg engages the ledge and can rotate relative to the ledge. The Patent Office has equated 
Morek's stop spring 33 with the spring leg and snap-in notches 32 with the ledge. 6 Stop spring 
33 is formed on housing part 18 and snap4n notches ; 32 are provided on housing part 1 7. 7 

' See January 30, 2009 Office action {^.J*e.5<:3SQ6^' : -IE^e action Cf3Kana September 14, 2009 Advisory Action 

• Column 4, lines 20-28, See April 29, 2S09V Response pages 4*5, mi Aagmi 14. 2009 Response, pages 4-5 . 
3 See September 14, 2009 Advisory Action fli t). 

"* Column 5, lines 4#S2, 

3 See June 5, 2009 Office act ion |1f5), 

* See January 30, 2009 Office action (|2) {^^une^ ^^'^^^^W'^f 

Column 4, lines 20-28, See April 29, 2QG9 Response, pages 4-5, ane! August 24, 2009 Response; pages 4-5. 
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"Housing part 17 ... is adapted to be rotated v*> r#f ailve to housfog part 18." 8 Thus, Merck's 
snap-in notches 32 (which are formed on hoaskg part 17) rotate relative to stop spring 33 {which 
is formed on housing part 1 8.) 37w$ /.v ike opposite of when Applicants claim. 

3. ^Reservoir Outle t and S pray Gu n Inlet Conneetahte by Pus h Fif ■ 

The Patent Office previously contended that d>is#^iars:.was : .feuiHi in Merck, but that was when 
a different element was regarded as the reservoir, not tensing part 1 7? The Patent Office has not 
shown that Merck's housing part 17 (the eiementMw equated to Applicants' reservoir) and 
Morek's spray gun inlet are connectable by a push fit. Morck. does not disclose that these 
elements are eonnectable by a push fit, 

4< ^Connect or Mea ns Being Releasable for Detaefam g the Outlet Fr om the Inlet" 
The Patent Office previously contended that this feature was found in Morck, but thai was when 
M tfffiermi element was regarded as the reservoir having an outlet, not housing part 17.'* Tie 
Patent Office has not shown that Morck* s stop spring 33 and snap-in notches 32 (the elements 
collectiveli associated with Applicants* "connector means") are releasable for detaching the 
outlet of housing part 17 (the element now equated to AppHcajiis* reservoir) froniMdrdk's Spray 
gun inlet. Morek does mi disclose that stop spring 33 and snap-in notches 32 are releasafele for 
detaching the outlet of housing part 17 from the spray gun inlet. 

Conclusion 

Review and Withdrawal of their rejections are respectfully requested. By setting forth the clear 
grounds of error, Applicants do not assert that these are the only errors that the Patent Office has 
made, nor do Applicants waive any arguments that may be asserted in an Appeal Brief. 
Accordingly., Applicants reserve the right to present additional arguments in the Appeal Brief in 
relation to the independent and also the dependent claims. 



Column 3, i Sites . 

" See Jsnaary 30, 2009 Office action fP ) and June I, 200* Offfee actieii (*3) re&rrmg xe Morck column 3, line 40 
disclosure of "a pressure can for the .medium (net shovyn)" as the reservoir, 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Panel review and reverse the final rejections of claims 6, 
13 and 14 in the above-identified application and that a i%nel Decision allowing the application 
on the existing claims be issued. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Date 

Office ef Intellectual 'Property Counsel 
3M innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 65 i -736-3833 



My-..../..")/"- -!. k..<: ^ x^-u 

Steven E. Skolnick, Reg. No.: 33,789 
Telephone-No.: 6SD7M-6935 
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